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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mihara in 
view of Courtney. 

Mihara discloses a communication apparatus, which communicates with a 
communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: figure 5 A), comprising: a detector which, 
during a connected state of communication with said communication apparatus on the other side 
(Mihara: column 6, lines 7-30), detects whether or not said communication apparatus on the 
other side is provided with an image-pickup device (Mihara: column 10, lines 15-25); a control 
information transmission requesting device which, if said detector detects that said 
communication apparatus on the other side is provided with said image-pickup device, requests 
said communication apparatus on the other side to transmit control information for controlling 
said image-pickup device (Mihara: column 9, lines 34-53); and a control signal transmission 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 7,779 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2613 

device which, after having received said control information requested by said control 
information transmission requesting device, transmits a control signal (Mihara: column 10, lines 
10, lines 15-25) as in claim 1. Hov^ever, Mihara fails to disclose and a control signal 
transmission device which, after having received said control information requested by said 
control information transmission requesting device, transmits a control signal for controlling said 
image-pickup device to said communication apparatus on the other side based upon the control 
information, as in the claim. Courtney discloses a bi-directional communication apparatus for 
controlling an image-pickup device of said communication apparatus on the other side based 
upon the control information using a remote handheld apparatus, wherein the handheld apparatus 
can control the camera position of the remote unit (Courtney: column 5, lines 6-30) in order to 
control the viewing area of interest remotely (Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50), Accordingly, 
given this teaching, it would have obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
Courtney of remote camera control in a local handheld device into the Mihara apparatus in order 
to control the viewing area of the imaging device on the side remotely. The Mihara apparatus, 
now modified to include Courtney's teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging 
device on the other side, has all of the features of claim L 

Regarding claim 2, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has a display device for 
displaying an image received ft*om said communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: 
column 10, lines 20-30), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 3, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has a memory for storing 
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said control information obtained by said control information transmission requesting device 
(Mihara: column 9, lines 40-50), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 4, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has said plurality of 
operation sections are number-inputting-use operation sections used for specifying said 
communication apparatus on the other side (Courtney: column 6, lines 15-23), as in the claim.. 

Regarding claims 5-6, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's 
teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has an image- 
pickup device for picking up an image of a subject, wherein said plurality of operation sections 
are image-pickup-use operation sections that are installed so as to operate said image-pickup 
device attached to its own apparatus (Mihara: column 6, lines 50-67), as in the claims. 

Regarding claim 7, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has the controlling of the 
image device on the other side comprising zooming, panning, tihing, still image releasing, and 
motion image-pickup starting or motion image-pickup terminating operations (Courtney: column 
5, lines 35-67; column 6, lines 1-38), as in the claim. 

Mihara discloses a communication apparatus, which communicates with a 
communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: figure 5 A), comprising: a detector which, 
during a connected state of communication with said communication apparatus on the other side 
(Mihara: column 6, lines 7-30), detects whether or not said communication apparatus on the 
other side is provided with an image-pickup device (Mihara: column 10, lines 15-25); an 
assignment information transmission device which, if said detector detects that said 
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communication apparatus on the other side is provided with said image-pickup device, transmits 
to said communication apparatus on the other side assignment information that makes each of the 
operations of said image-pickup device and each of the operation signals associated with each 
other (Mihara: column 9, lines 34-53); and a control signal transmission device which, based 
upon input information from a predetermined operation input device, generates a signal to be 
transmitted to said communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: column 10, lines 10, 
lines 15-25). However, Mihara fails to disclose a control signal transmission device which, based 
upon input information from a predetermined operation input device, generates an operation 
signal to be transmitted to said communication apparatus on the other side, as in the claim. 
Courtney discloses a bi-directional communication apparatus for a control signal transmission 
device which, based upon input information from a predetermined operation input device, 
generates an operation signal to be transmitted to said communication apparatus on the other 
side, wherein the handheld apparatus can control the camera position of the remote unit 
(Courtney: column 5, lines 6-30) in order to control the viewing area of interest remotely 
(Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50). Accordingly, given this teaching, it would have obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the Courtney of remote camera control in a local 
handheld device into the Mihara apparatus in order to control the viewing area of the imaging 
device on the side remotely. The Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has all of the features of 
claim 8. 

Regarding claim 9, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has said operation input 
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device is a number-inputting-use operation section used for specifying said communication 
apparatus on the other side so as to carry out a communication with said communication 
apparatus on the other side (Mihara: column 7, Hnes 45-53), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 10, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has a display device for 
displaying an image received and obtained from said communication apparatus on the other side 
(Mihara: column 10, lines 20-30), as in the claim.. 

Regarding claims 11-12, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's 
teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has an image- 
pickup device for picking up an image of a subject, wherein said plurality of operation sections 
are image-pickup-use operation sections that are installed so as to operate said image-pickup 
device attached to its own apparatus (Mihara: column 6, lines 50-67), as in the claims. 

Regarding claim 13, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has the controlling of the 
image device on the other side comprising zooming, panning, tihing, still image releasing, and 
motion image-pickup starting or motion image-pickup terminating operations (Courtney: column 
5, lines 35-67; column 6, lines 1-38), as in the claim. 

Mihara discloses a communication apparatus, which communicates apparatus on the 
other side (Mihara: figure 5 A), comprising: an image-pickup device for picking up an image of a 
subject (Mihara: column 9, lines 30-35); a controller for controlling the operation of said image- 
pickup device (Mihara: column 9, lines 40-50); and an assignment information storage device for 
storing assignment information that makes each of the operations of said image-pickup device 
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and each of the operation signals associated with each other (Mihara: column 6, lines 1-30), 
obtained from said communication apparatus on the other side, wherein, upon receipt of an 
operation signal from said communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara; column 10, lines 
15-25), as in the claim 14. However. Mihara fails to disclose an assignment information storage 
device for storing assignment information that makes each of the operations of said image- 
pickup device and each of the operation signals associated with each other, obtained from said 
communication apparatus on the other side, wherein, upon receipt of an operation signal from 
said communication apparatus on the other side, said controller specifies the operation of said 
image-pickup device by reference to said assignment information so that said image-pickup 
device is controlled so as to carry out the corresponding operation, as in claim 14. Courtney 
discloses a bi-directional communication apparatus including an assignment information storage 
device for storing assignment information that makes each of the operations of said image- 
pickup device and each of the operation signals associated with each other, obtained from said 
communication apparatus on the other side, wherein, upon receipt of an operation signal from 
said communication apparatus on the other side, said controller specifies the operation of said 
image-pickup device by reference to said assignment information so that said image-pickup 
device is controlled so as to carry out the corresponding operation (Courtney: column 5, lines 6- 
30) in order to control the viewing area of interest remotely (Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50). 
Accordingly, given this teaching, it would have obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the Courtney of remote camera control in a local handheld device into the Mihara 
apparatus in order to control the viewing area of the imaging device on the side remotely. The 
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Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching of controlling the viewing area 
of the imaging device on the other side, has all of the features of claim 14. 

Regarding claim 15, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has the controller making 
a conversion to obtain a control signal that is effective to its own apparatus based upon said 
operation of said image-pickup device that has been specified, and controls said image-pickup 
device by using said control signal (Courtney: column 6, lines 1-30), as in the claim. 

Regarding claims 16-17, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's 
teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has permitting 
or rejecting the controlling operation of said image-pickup device by said controller during 
connected state communication with said communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: 
column 10, lines 20-30), as in the claims. 

Regarding claim 18 , the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has an operation input 
device which, during the connected state of communication with said communication apparatus 
on the other side, gives an instruction related to said permission or rejection of the control 
operation to said image-pickup device (Mihara: column 17, lines 45-52), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 19, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has an operation input 
device which, with or without the connection to said communication apparatus on the other side, 
gives an instruction related to said rejection of the control operation with respect to said image- 
pickup device to said determination device (Courtney: column 6, lines 1-30), as in the claim.. 
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Regarding claim 20, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has said determination 
device permitting said control operation of said image-pickup device (Courtney: column 65, 
lines 35-67; column 6, lines 1-3), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 21, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has said control operation 
to be permitted by said determination device includes zooming, panning, tilting, still image 
releasing, and motion image-pickup starting or motion image-pickup terminating operations 
(Courtney: column 3, lines 17-67), as in the claim. 

Mihara discloses a mobile communication apparatus (Mihara: figure 5A) comprising: an 
image-pickup device for picking up an image of a subject (Mihara: column 3, lines 60-65); an 
image-pickup mode setting device for making said image-pickup mode for operating said image- 
pickup device effective (Mihara: column 5, lines 40-55), and plurality of number-inputting 
operation sections for specifying said communication apparatus on the other side so as to carry 
out a communication with said communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: column 7, 
lines 45-53), as in claim 22. However, Mihara fails disclose the case when said image-pickup 
mode is set to be effective by said image-pickup mode setting device, said plurality of number- 
inputting operation sections function as operation input devices for inputting the contents of the ' 
operation of said image-pickup device as in claim 22. Courtney discloses a bi-directional 
communication apparatus including the case when said image-pickup mode is set to be effective 
by said image-pickup mode setting device, said plurality of number-inputting operation sections 
function as operation input devices for inputting the contents of the ' operation of said image- 
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pickup device (Courtney: column 5, lines 6-30) in order to control the viewing area of interest 
remotely (Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50). Accordingly, given this teaching, it would have 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the Courtney of remote camera control 
in a local handheld device into the Mihara apparatus in order to control the viewing area of the 
imaging device on the side remotely. The Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's 
teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has all of the 
features of claim 22. 

Regarding claim 23, Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching of 
controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has zooming, panning, 
tilting, still image releasing, and motion image-pickup starting or motion image-pickup 
terminating operations (Courtney: column 3, lines 15-67), as in the claim. 

A communication system (Mihara: figure 5 A), comprising: a first communication 
apparatus (Mihara: column 9, lines 30-35); and a second communication apparatus having an 
image-pickup device that is designed to communicate with said first communication apparatus 
(Mihara: column 3, lines 35-42: "video-conference apparatus"), wherein said second 
communication apparatus transmits control information for controlling said image-pickup device 
to said first communication apparatus in a connected state to said first communication apparatus, 
and said first communication apparatus transmits a control signal (Mihara: column 10, lines 10, 
lines 15-25) as in claim 24. However, Mihara fails to disclose and a control signal transmission 
device which, after having received said control information requested by said control 
information transmission requesting device, transmits a control signal for controlling said image- 
pickup device to said communication apparatus on the other side based upon the control 
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information, as in the claim. Courtney discloses a bi-directional communication apparatus for 
controlling an image-pickup device of said communication apparatus on the other side based 
upon the control information using a remote handheld apparatus, wherein the handheld apparatus 
can control the camera position of the remote unit (Courtney: column 5, Hnes 6-30) in order to 
control the viewing area of interest remotely (Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50), Accordingly, 
given this teaching, it would have obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
Courtney of remote camera control in a local handheld device into the Mihara apparatus in order 
to control the viewing area of the imaging device on the side remotely. The Mihara apparatus, 
now modified to include Courtney's teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging 
device on the other side, has all of the features of claim 24. 

Regarding claim 25, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has the first 
communication apparatus comprising a display device for displaying an image transmitted from 
said second communication apparatus (Mihara: column 9, lines 35-40; column 10, lines 20-30), 
as in the claim. 

Mihara discloses a communication system comprising (Mihara: figure 5 A), a first 
communication apparatus (Mihara: column 9, lines 30-35); and a second communication 
apparatus having an image-pickup device that is designed to communicate with said first 
communication apparatus (Mihara: column 3, lines 35-42: "video-conference apparatus"), said 
first communication apparatus transmits to said second communication apparatus an assignment 
information transmission device which, if said detector detects that said communication 
apparatus on the other side is provided with said image-pickup device, transmits to said 
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communication apparatus on the other side assignment information that makes each of the 
operations of said image-pickup device and each of the operation signals associated with each 
other (Mihara: column 9, lines 34-53), which generates a signal to be transmitted to said 
communication apparatus on the other side (Mihara: column 10, lines 10, lines 15-25), as in 
claim 26. However, Mihara fails to disclose generating a control signal based upon input 
information from a predetermined operation input device, including generating an operation 
signal to be transmitted to said communication apparatus on the other side, as in the claim, 
Courtney discloses a bi-directional communication apparatus for a control signal transmission 
device which, based upon input information from a predetermined operation input device, 
generates an operation signal to be transmitted to said communication apparatus on the other 
side, wherein the handheld apparatus can control the camera position of the remote unit 
(Courtney: column 5, lines 6-30) in order to control the viewing area of interest remotely 
(Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50). Accordingly, given this teaching, it would have obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the Courtney of remote camera control in a local 
handheld device into the Mihara apparatus in order to control the viewing area of the imaging 
device on the side remotely. The Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has all of the features of 
claim 26 

Mihara discloses a communication system comprising (Mihara: figure 5 A), a first 
communication apparatus (Mihara: column 9, lines 30-35); and a second communication 
apparatus having an image-pickup device that is designed to communicate with said first 
communication apparatus (Mihara: column 3, lines 35-42: "video-conference apparatus"), 



Application/Control Number: 09/917,779 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2613 

wherein said first communication apparatus transmits a control signal (Mihara: column 10, lines 
15-25) to said second communication apparatus, and said second communication apparatus 
comprises a controller for controlling said image-pickup device based upon said control signal 
(Mihara: column 9, lines 30-50); and a determination device for permitting or rejecting the 
controlling operation of said image-pickup device by said controller during a connected state of 
communication with said first communication apparatus (Mihara: column 10, lines 20-30), as in 
claim 27. However, Mihara fails to discloses wherein said first communication apparatus 
transmits a control signal to said second communication apparatus, and said second 
communication apparatus comprises a controller for controlling said image-pickup device based 
upon said control signal, as in the claim. Courtney discloses a bi-directional communication 
apparatus wherein a first communication apparatus transmits a control signal to said second 
communication apparatus, and said second communication apparatus comprises a controller for 
controlling said image-pickup device based upon said control signal, for controlling an image- 
pickup device of said communication apparatus on the other side based upon the control 
information using a remote handheld apparatus, wherein the handheld apparatus can control the 
camera position of the remote unit (Courtney: column 5, lines 6-30) in order to control the 
viewing area of interest remotely (Courtney: column 7, lines 35-50). Accordingly, given this 
teaching, it would have obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the Courtney of 
remote camera control in a local handheld device into the Mihara apparatus in order to control 
the viewing area of the imaging device on the side remotely. The Mihara apparatus, now 
modified to include Courtney's teaching of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on 
the other side, has all of the features of claim 27. 
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Regarding claim 28, the Mihara apparatus, now modified to include Courtney's teaching 
of controlling the viewing area of the imaging device on the other side, has wherein said first 
communication apparatus comprises a display device for displaying an image transmitted from 
said second communication apparatus (Mihara: column 10, lines 20-30), as in the claim. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Katz discloses a scheduling and processing system for telephone video 
communication. McNelley discloses a teleconferencing camcorder. Chong discloses a security 
and fire control system. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (703)-305-4813. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris S. Kelley can be reached on (703)-305-4856, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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